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serpent speak is increased when it tells her
that it has eaten of the "tree of knowledge"
and gained both speech and wisdom. Eve
overcome with curiosity, tastes the fruit and
induces Adam to eat also. Satan returns
to hell elated over his success, and the angel
Michael is sent to expel the guilty pair from
Paradise. The poem ends with the expulsion
and Eve's lamentation. See milton, john.
PABAFFIN, pai/afin, a tasteless and
odorless waxlike substance, used extensively
in making candles. It is obtained from the
mineral ozocerite, but chiefly, by distillation,
from petroleum. In Germany it is prepared
from certain kinds of brown coal, and in
Scotland, an important paraffin producer, it
is made from boghead coal and certain bitu-
minous shales. In addition to candles, nu-
merous other things are made from paraffin.
It is used in the manufacture of wax paper,
matches and certain fabrics and extensively
as a protective covering for preserved fruits.
See hydrocarbons; petroleum.
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fcAKAOTAY, pair'a gwayf
or pahragivi', a South
American republic in the
interior of the continent,
enclosed on all sides by
larger countries. Brazil
touches it on the north
and east, Bolivia adjoins
it on the northwest, and
Argentina bounds it on
all other sides. The ex-
act boundary lines are a
matter of dispute, as a
great territory compris-
ing about 100,000 square
miles, lying between the
Paraguay and Pilcomayo
rivers, is claimed both by
Bolivia and Paraguay. Paraguay proper,
lying between the Paraguay and Alta (Up-
per) Parana rivers, has an estimated area of
61,64:7 square miles. Economically Paraguay
has the position of a new country, although
its history dates back to the sixteenth century.
Over this inland area, called the Gran Chaco,
which is of little value, the two nations made
war for three years, but in 1935 they agreed
to submit their respective claims to arbitra-
tion.
People and Cities. In 1932 the population
was estimated at 870,200. The native In-
dian stock, a people known as Guarani, are
found chiefly in the rural districts. In the
 towns and cities people of mixed Spanish,
Indian and negro blood are found. There
are about 60,000 foreigners in the country,
mostly Argentines, Italians, Brazilians,
Spaniards, Germans, French, Uruguayans
and English. The Guarani are a strong,
uneorrupted people, who live simply and
adhere to the virtues of their forefathers.
They are religious, patriotic and industrious.
In the disputed region, which is only par-
tially explored, there are about 50,000 Chaco
Indians, who live under the most primitive
conditions.
Asuncion, the capital and largest city, had
an estimated population of 94,456 in 1934;
other towns are Yillariea (35,260); Concep-
eion (13,657); Luque (16,000); and Encarna-
cion (12,000). These figures are all estimates.
The main railway of the country joins En-
earnacion and Asuncion, and there is through
train service between Asuncion and Buenos
Aires, capital of Argentina.
Physical Features. The whole surface be-
longs to the basins of the Paraguay and
Parana rivers, numerous tributaries of which
intersect the country. Along the Paraguay
and in the south, adjoining the Parana, are
extensive swampy tracts; westward of the
Paraguay the country is little known. Else-
where the surface is well diversified with hills
and valleys and rich alluvial plains. The
climate is agreeable, the mean annual tem-
perature being about 75°.
Production and Industry. The natural
fertility of the soil is shown by a vegetation
of almost nnequaled luxuriance and grandeur.
In the forests are found at least sixty va-
rieties of timber trees, besides dye-woods,
gums, drugs, perfumes, vegetable oils and
fruits. Many of the hills are covered with
the yerla mate, or Paraguay tea. The larger
plains are roamed over by immense herds of
cattle, which yield large quantities of hides
and tallow; and on all the cultivated alluvial
tracts sugar cane, tobacco, rice and maize
are raised. The chief imports are textiles,
foodstuffe, hardware, fancy goods, chemicals
and liquors. The exports include hides, mate,
oranges, tobacco, timber, cattle, preserved,
beef and quebracho extract (used for tan-
ning). Great Britain is Paraguay's most
important overseas customer.
Government and Eeligion. The executive
power is vested in a President, who is elected
for four years and is assisted by five Minis-
ters. The legislative department consists of

